
Poetry Vocabulary Guided Notes 
Vocabulary Terms Examples 

Structural Features:  
● Stanza: 

○ a group of lines forming the basic 
recurring _________________unit in 
a poem; a verse. 

○ Generally separated from other 
stanzas by a break in _____________ 

● Line Break: 
○ End Stop 

■ occurs when a line of poetry 
ends with a definite 
_________________mark, 
such as a colon, period, or 
comma. 

■ Creates a natural pause in 
_________________ 

○ Enjambment 
■ a line of poetry that does not 

come to an end at the line 
break, but moves over to the 
______________line 

■ No punctuation at the end of 
the line break 

Stanza: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
End Stop: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Enjambment:  
 
 
 
 

Imagery vs. Abstraction: 
● Imagery 

○ to use figurative language to 
represent objects, actions, and ideas 
in such a way that it appeals to our 
_________________senses: 

■ Sight, smell, taste, touch, and 
hearing 

● Abstraction 
○ something that you CAN’T directly 

_________________using your five 
senses.  

■ Ex. Love. War. 
_________________.  

■ If you know it 
_________________, but you 
can't see it, smell it, taste it, 
touch it, or hear it 

Imagery: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Abstraction:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Comparison: 
● Simile 

○ A comparison of two things using 
“like” or “as” 

○ Used to make a description more 
_________________ or vivid 

Simile 
 
 
 
 
 



● Metaphor 
○ A comparison of two things WITHOUT 

using “like” or “as” 
● Juxtaposition 

○ a literary technique in which two or 
more ideas, images, places, 
characters, and their actions are 
placed side by side in a narrative or a 
poem, for the purpose of developing 
_________________and 
_________________. 

Metaphor: 
 
 
 
Juxtaposition 
 
 
 
 

Other Figurative Language: 
● Personification 

○ the attribution of a personal nature or 
_________________characteristics to 
something nonhuman 

● Alliteration 
○ _________________of sounds 

through more than one word or 
syllable, typically at the 
_________________of a word 

○ Ex. “The big black bird bathed under 
the bruised bananas” 

○ Consonance 
■ _________________sound 

repetition in the stressed 
syllable 

■ Ex. “urn” and “shorn” 
■ Ex. “urk” and “torque” 

○ Assonance 
■ _________________sound 

repetition in the stressed 
syllable 

■ Ex. “hate” and “sale” 
■ Ex. “drive” and “higher” 

● Irony 
○ a state of affairs or an event that 

seems deliberately 
_________________to what one 
expects and is often amusing as a 
result. 

● Onomatopoeia 
○ the formation of a word from a 

_________________associated with 
what is named 

● Symbolism 
○ the use of symbols to signify ideas 

and _________________, by giving 
them symbolic meanings that are 
different from their 
_________________sense. 

Personification: 
 
 
 
 
Alliteration 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Consonance: 
 
 
 
 
 
Assonance:  
 
 
 
 
 
Irony:  
 
 
 
 
 
Onomatopoeia: 
 
 
 
Symbolism: 
 
 
 
 
 



● Synesthesia 
○ a figure of speech in which one sense 

is described using terms from another. 
○ Often appear in the form of a 

_________________ 
○ Ex. “The silence was as thick as a 

forest.” 
● Hyperbole 

○ _________________statements or 
claims not meant to be taken literally. 

● Allusion 
○ a brief and indirect reference to a 

person, place, thing or idea of 
historical, cultural, literary or political 
_________________. 

● Repetition 
○ a literary device that repeats the same 

words or _________________a few 
times to make an idea clearer and 
more _________________ 

○ Anaphora 
■ the repetition of a word or 

phrase at the 
_________________of 
successive phrases, clauses, 
or sentence 

Synesthesia:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hyperbole: 
 
 
Allusion:  
 
 
 
 
Repetition: 
 
 
 
 
Anaphora:  

Rhyme: 
● Rhyme Scheme 

○ the ordered pattern of rhymes at the 
_________________of the lines of a 
poem or verse. 

● End Rhyme 
○ when a poem has lines 

_________________with words that 
sound the same. 

● Internal Rhyme 
○ a rhyme involving a word in the 

_________________ of a line and 
another at the end of the line or in the 
middle of the next. 

● Slant Rhyme 
○ Also called “_________________ 

rhyme,” “near rhyme,” or “oblique 
rhyme”  

○ a rhyme in which the 
_________________syllables of 
ending consonants match, however 
the preceding vowel sounds do not 
match. 

■  Ex. “shape” and “keep”  

Rhyme Scheme:  
 
 
 
 
End Rhyme: 
 
 
 
Internal Rhyme: 
 
 
 
 
Slant Rhyme: 

 



 

ABSTRACTION IMAGERY 

Passion Looks like… 
 
Smells like… 
 
Tastes like… 
 
Sounds like… 
 
Feels like… 
 

Heartbreak Looks like… 
 
Smells like… 
 
Tastes like… 
 
Sounds like… 
 
Feels like… 
 

Triumph Looks like… 
 
Smells like… 
 
Tastes like… 
 
Sounds like… 
 
Feels like… 
 

Family Looks like… 
 
Smells like… 
 
Tastes like… 
 
Sounds like… 
 
Feels like… 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 


