
 

The Mysterious Death of Edgar Allan Poe 
 

Choose a partner to conduct a mini-research paper on one theory that explains 
the mysterious death of Edgar Allan Poe. In your informative essay, introduce 
the facts behind Poe’s last days and state your claim as to the cause of his 
death. In the first paragraph you should: 
a) provide a hook and background knowledge  
b) state your claim  
c) preview what is to come in the body of your paper  
 
In the body paragraphs(s), you will explain the cause of death using relevant 
research and cite the sources of your information (ex. According to the Boston 
Medical Journal...). 
 
In your conclusion, you will summarize the research and explain whether or 
not you believe this is a viable or realistic theory. 
  
The possible causes: 
 
1. Rabies 
2. Alcoholism/Drug Overdose 
3. Head trauma from a beating 
4. Epilepsy 
5. Dipsomania 
6. Heart Attack 
7. Porphyria 

8. Delirium Tremens (DT’s) 
9. Diabetes or Hypoglycemia 
10. Toxic Disorder (arsenic, lead, 

mercury, uranium)  
11. Murder 
 
 

After you collect your information and write your informative essay, add 
appropriate text features and formatting tools  to organize and present your 
information (such as titles, subtitles, images, lists or graphs, columns, or font 
changes).  
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