
Personal River Project 
Ms. Simpson’s ELA Class 

 
Due Date: January 8, 2018 
Assignment Value: 25 points (progression) 
 
About the Assignment: 
 
When you first entered my class back in August of this year, we started things off by doing a Shield Project 
where we explored the ways that we both willingly present ourselves to others, as well as the ways we 
self-protect by telling half-truths.  In our class, we have an overall theme for the year that centers around two 
questions: Where are you going? Where have you been?  To continue this trend and explore it within our own 
lives, we will be starting off this semester by creating a personal river that represents our own lives, not only 
who we are as a person, but also the experiences we have been through and the experiences we want for 
ourselves in the future.  The use of a river as a symbol is often meant to represent some kind of journey.  Thus, 
your river will be a symbolic, visual representation of your personal journey through life.  The goal is to not only 
reflect on our experiences and how they have impacted us, but also to evaluate what goals and dreams we 
have for ourselves in the immediate and distant future. 
 
Assignment Requirements: 
 
FRONT OF PAPER (10 points) 

● Displays the actual landscape of your river representing your present, past, and future life experiences 
● This should look like an actual drawing or collage creation of a river!  Think of what kinds of things 

occur on, in and around a river.  There might be rocks, waterfalls, trees, fallen logs, animals, boats, 
murky water, wider areas of the river, narrower areas of the river, deeper areas, shallower areas, areas 
the wind and curve more, areas that go straight… the options are unlimited!  Use these features to 
represent your life! 

● You will be graded on: 
○ How neat and tidy your river is 
○ The amount of detail put into it 

 
BACK OF PAPER (10 points)  

● On the back of this paper you will write about THREE THINGS you chose to include in your rivers on 
the front of the paper.  Describe their significance and how that feature represents that aspect of your 
life. 

● You will be graded on: 
○ 3 paragraphs 
○ Each paragraph describes in detail HOW your landmark on the river represents an aspect of 

your life 
 
PRESENTATION (5 points) 

● You will present your river to the class, both the front and the back. 
● You will be graded on:  

○ Your professionalism while presenting (knowing your content, not talking to the audience, 
projecting so everyone can hear you, etc.) 

 
 



 

 Exceed Expectations Meets Expectations Below Expecations 

Front of Paper (River 
Display) 

River depiction is clear 
and contains incredible 
detail and landmarks 
a-plenty. 
 
10-9 points 

River depiction is clear, 
but could be more 
detailed.  There are 
enough landmarks to 
represent significant 
aspects of your life (3 at 
the absolute minimum, 
but that is pretty low). 
 
8-7 points 

River appears thrown 
together and does not 
contain enough 
landmarks to represent 
much of significance. 
 
6-5 points 

Back of Paper (River 
Analysis) 

Each of your three 
paragraphs go into 
exquisite detail 
connecting your river 
landmark to your life 
experience.  It not only 
explains WHAT the 
landmark represents, but 
in what WAYS the way it 
is drawn/depicted 
represents that. 
 
10-9 points 

Each of your three 
paragraphs explains 
what the landmark 
represents in terms of 
your life experiences, as 
well as in what ways the 
way it is drawn/depicted 
represents that. 
 
8-7 points 
 

There are either less 
than 3 paragraphs 
represented, or the 
paragraphs, overall, do 
not go into enough detail 
to see a clear connection 
between the three 
landmarks you chose to 
discuss and how they 
relate to your life 
experiences. 
 
6-5 points 

Presentation Speaker presents in a 
manner that the 
audience has an in-depth 
understanding of how 
their river is reflective of 
their life experiences. 
The audience is in awe 
of your speaking abilities 
for how epicly clear, 
cohesive, and 
attention-commanding 
they are.. 
 
5-4 points 

Speaker presents in a 
manner that the 
audience understands on 
a superficial level how 
their river is reflective of 
their life experiences. 
Speaking is clear, 
cohesive, and without 
distractions or 
disruptions. 
 
3-2 points 

Speaker either refuses to 
present, presents 
something irrelevant, or 
the presentation is so 
unclear that the audience 
is left confused and with 
little to no understanding 
of your river. 
 
1-0 points 

 


