
 

Claim Opinion statement Adnan Syed is guilty... Making good grades in middle school is extremely 
important... 

Reasoning Why I think my 
opinion is correct 

...because he “doesn’t remember” what he 
did the day of the murder. 

...because it sets you up for success when you go to 
high school and, eventually, college. 

Evidence Quote from the text 
to show why my 
claim and reasoning 
are true. 

Adnan claims that he simply cannot recall 
where he was or what he did that day 
because it seemed like any other day to 
him.  There was nothing that made it stand 
out in his mind to remember it. 

Middle school is considered to be a formative time in 
an adolescent’s life.  Research shows that students 
who value their grades in middle school are not only 
more likely to go on to college, but also to have 
higher-paying jobs and greater life satisfaction and 
happiness. 

Explanation How my evidence 
shows that my claim 
and reasoning are 
true. 

The fact that Adnan cannot provide any 
information for what he did that day 
suggests that he may be hiding something. 
If you were on trial for murder, you should 
be able to produce evidence of your 
innocence. 

This shows that valuing grades from a young age has 
a positive outcome for people later in life.  Therefore, 
even though middle school is a transition to high 
school, it is still important to care about our grades 
because they set one up for later success 

Counterclaim The opposite 
viewpoint 

Some people argue that the fact that he 
doesn’t remember anything shows he must 
be innocent because his story was 
consistent the whole way through and 
research shows that, without a significant 
event, remember even the previous day is 
difficult. 

Some people say that getting good grades in middle 
school is not important because those grades aren’t 
looked at by colleges.  They are not taken into 
consideration for your future academic career, so it 
doesn’t matter how you do. 

Rebuttal Shows how/why the 
counterclaim is not a 
good argument and 
why your argument 
is still the 
best/strongest 
argument. 

However, the fact that his ex girlfriend 
disappeared on that day is a pretty 
significant event.  Adnan is likely to have 
remembered it for that reason.  Additionally, 
there were other events that day that were 
significant, such as the snow storm 
Stefanie’s birthday, that should have helped 
him to remember.  Thus, he must be lying. 

While this might be true, we are what we repeatedly 
do.  The way we perform in middle school helps us to 
build habits that set us up for success in high school 
and beyond.  It is much harder to start caring about 
something later than it is to care about it the whole 
way through and consistently devote time and effort 
to something. 

Facts that support 
my claim and 

The other side of the 
argument 

A counterclaim to the counterclaim 
(REBUTTAL) 

Ask yourself: “So what?” about your evidence. 
(EXPLANATION) 



reasoning 
(EVIDENCE) 

(COUNTERCLAIM) 

 


